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4 April 1983

The Honorable Edward P. Boland"
Chairman '
Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence ; ‘
- House of Representdtives e :
Washington, D.C. 20515 . : _ . : -

. — o

Dear Mr. Chairmah:."

Thank you for the'opportUnity'to comment on fhe probosed Concurrent
Resolution to support the establ1shment of a Nat10na1 H1stor1ca1 Intelli-
gence Museum. ; . .

The support and recogn1t1on of the ro]e of 1nte1]19ence reflected in
the Resolution is certainly.gratifying. The intrinsic nature of the
intelligence business, however, precludes us from advertising our activities.

*We would be hard pressed to come up with meaningful exh¥bit materials that
~were unclassified. Moreover, any Intelligence Community association with

" an exhibition of intelligence materials would send the wrong signal to our
foreign friends, whose confidence in our ability to keep secrets we are
trying to bo]ster Finally, any Intelligence Community support of such a
venture wou1d 1nvar1ab1y be perce1ved as domestic propaganda '

A While we therefore apprec1ate the good intentions behind the Resolution,
I am sure you will understand why we oppose establishing an intelligence
museum and believe it would be unwise for the Inte]]xgence Commun1ty to be
assoc1ated 1n any way w1th such a progect._

S1ncere1y,

John N. McMahon
Acting Director of Central Intelligence
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